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Rockford/John Boyce Garage 

This f a c i l i t y was a garage which was occupied by a p lat ing company. 

Plat ing wastes containing cyanide and heavy metals were dumped into a 

f l o o r drain inside the f a c i l i t y . This f l oo r drain is believed to 

empty in to a d rywe l l , or seepage tank, on the property. This drywell 

would al legedly empty into the aquifer suppling the municipal water 

supply fo r the City of Rockford. The locat ion of t h i s drywell is 

unknown. This s i t e was o r i g i n a l l y iden t i f ied by the lEPA in the fomi 

of a PA submitted to U.S. EPA. 

This s i t e was inspected by FIT i n July 1984. However, during the 

preparation of the Hazard Ranking Syste (HRS) score, FIT was informed 

tha t the connection of the f l oo r drain to the drywell would need to 

be proven before an HRS score could be determined. FIT therefore 

returned to the s i t e on October 17, 1985 to i den t i f y the locat ion of 

the drywel1. 

A magnetometer survey o r i g i n a l l y was proposed, but t h i s option was 

ruled out when p i les of i ron and steel pipe were discovered on the 

property in the proposed survey area. A metal detector was then used 

to survey the f l o o r around the f l oo r drain in order to i d e n t i f y the 

d i rec t ion the drain l i ne took from the f l oo r d ra in . 

After t h i s i n i t i a l survey, an attempt was made to run a steel 

plumber's snake down the drain l i n e , connect the snake to a ba t te ry . 
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and re-survey the f l o o r . This was done to create an electromagnetic 

f i e l d iri the drain l i ne and hopeful ly resul t in a stronger response 

on the metal detector. However, attempts to run the snake down the 

drain l i ne were unsuccessful, so the snake was inserted into the 

drain as fa r as possible and the power source was connected. Water 

was present in the d ra in , so i t was hoped that an electromagnetic 

f i e l d would s t i l l be created. 

The i n i t i a l metal detector survey showed that a stronger response was 

found in the area north of the f l oo r d ra in , but i t was not possible 

to i den t i f y a d i s t i n c t locat ion of posi t ive response. However, a f ter 

the plumber's snake with the power source was used, stronger metal 

detector readings were found in a l i ne running to the northwest from 

the f l oo r d ra in . This l i ne of stronger responses led up to the wall 

of the foundation fo r an apparently newer port ion of the bu i ld ing . 

I t appears from t h i s invest igat ion that the drain l i n e runs from t h i s 

f l o o r drain in a northwest d i rec t ion to a point beyond the 

foundation wall fo r the newer part of the bu i ld ing . At t h i s t ime, 

the existence of a drywell cannot be proven or disproven. I t is 

possible that t h i s drywell is located under the foundation for the 

newer (west) part of the bu i ld ing . Perhaps a long plumber's snake or 

drain auger could be used to determine the to ta l length of the drain 

l i n e . However, i t should be noted that t h i s may not determine the 

d i rec t ion the drain l i ne takes beyond the foundation w e l l , and i t 

also may s t i l l not prove the existence of a drywell at the end of the 

drain l i n e . 
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